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PROGRESS AND OUTPUTS          

	Recall briefly the immediate objectives and describe progress towards their achievement and in particular the outputs produced during the reporting period as outlined in plan of operation/work plan under all headings and sub-headings.

The following two immediate objectives are the foundations of the third phase of the Date Palm Research and Development Programme in UAE:

· Large scale propagation of the high yielding and good quality date varieties through the use of tissue culture techniques;

· To strengthen the national staff and technical manpower of the UAE University, the Ministry of Agriculture research personnel and private sector date growers.  The national capability for date palm research and development in the field of in vitro propagation and production is to be urgently developed.

The project's development objective is to support the date palm industry in the UAE through the upgrading of national capacity and research on date palm production and propagation, and strengthening of the Al Ain tissue culture laboratory for in vitro propagation of the best date palm varieties in order to satisfy the country's need in plant material.  The large scale multiplication and planting of date palm will halt desertification and increase food security and income for farmers.

The tissue culture laboratory team participates and supports all project's activities.  The UAE University (UAEU) and the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research are both fully involved in the well implementation of the project's programme.  Regular meetings are held between the UAEU Vice Chancellor, Dr. Abdullah Al-Khanbashi and the Chief Technical Advisor (CTA).  Proposals and actions to be taken are implemented in full collaboration with the project personnel, which continuously organize technical meetings between the CTA and the laboratory staff.

The Fourth Annual Technical Report and the Fourth Annual Progress Report of this project's second phase covering the period 16 June 2007 – 15 June 2008, were presented to the Honourable UAEU former Vice Chancellor Dr.  Hadef Bin Jouan Al Dhahiri, on a briefing meeting in June 2008.  The Hon. Vice Chancellor, Dr. Abdullah Al-Khanbashi was satisfied with the project's activities and the respective technical achievements.  The project's progress, the problems encountered and the expected outputs for the next reporting period were discussed.  

During this reporting period (16 June 2008 – 15 June 2009) the CTA did meet with the Hon. UAEU Vice Chancellor 5 times (10/09/2008; 22/09/2008; 18/01/2009; 08/04/2009; and 05/05/2009), and continuously briefed him on the progress of the project.  The details of these meetings and the respective agenda are in Annex 1.

Several briefing meetings were also held with Hon. UNDP Resident Representative, U.N Res. Coordinator, Dr. Khaled Alloush.  The programme officer, Ms. Rasha Al Hashimi and recently Ms. Hamda Al-Othaiba, were always present during discussions related to the implementation of the date palm project.  
The project did receive several important visits during this reporting period (Annex 2).
Indeed, the project was visited by H.E. Jawdallah Osman Sulaiman, Minister of Agriculture, Animal , and Irrigation and Hachem Haroon Ahmed (23/10/2008), Minister of Youth & Sports, Republic of Sudan.  On the 27th May 2009, the project did receive a visit of H.E. Dr. Ahmed   Majzoub Ahmed, Governor of Nile River, Sudan.   Hon. UAE University Vice Chancellor and Hon. FAO Representative did visit on the 30 April 2008 along with Hon. Ambassadors and diplomats from thirty (30) different embassies in UAE.  They were all impressed with the achievements and outputs of the UAE Date Palm Research and Development Program.
The project did also receive the visits of students from various institutions and ensured their training for various periods in the field of date palm tissue culture.  

The project did start functioning as temporary secretariat of Arab Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, in collaboration between UAE Ministry of Presidential Affairs, UAE University and the Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development (AAAID). 
The third meeting of the ACGEB Board committee was held in Abu Dhabi on 24 May 2009.  The Meeting was opened by H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, President of the ACGEB Board.  The CTA / technical director of this project did present the financial and administrative activities for the year 2008 / 2009.  Several issues including the layout / design of the ACGEB building, were discussed and necessary actions were taken.   
The center will be composed of several laboratories for production of tissue culture products, molecular biology, training and education in biotechnology applications and genetic engineering.  Its objectives can be summarized as follow:
· The use of genetic Engineering and Biotechnology for varieties identification, the production of genetically modified plants and bio-pesticides according to the region’s needs of date palm.

· The use of tissue culture techniques for the in vitro mass production of economical plants highly needed at the Arab countries.
· Training and education of scientific faculty and staff at the regional level, able to implement specific biotechnology projects and conduct advanced research in this field.

· Establishment of bio-safety regulations as it is the case in developed countries.

· Establishment of new departments according to society or regional needs.

The Third International Date Palm Exhibition (Al Ain; 22 – 26 October 2008) was held under the Patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chancellor of UAE University and the President of Date Palm Friends Society.  The exhibition was organized by UAE University and Date Palm Friends Society, in cooperation with Khalifa International Date Palm Award, the Ministry of Environment and Water, the Department of Municipalities and Agriculture / Sector of Agriculture, and Emirates Bio-fertilizer Company, Al Wathba Marionnet, UNDP and DPGN.  A Technical Report was prepared by the CTA after the successful organization of Third International Date Palm Exhibition, which was held in Al Ain during 22– 26 October, 2008 (Annex 3).

His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, inaugurated the Exhibition and was attended by His Excellency Minister of Agriculture of Iraq, H.E. Minister of Agriculture of Sudan, Directors Generals, C.E.Os, about 30 Ambassadors,  Government officials, representatives of education and training institutions, scientists, technicians and private date growers.  The exhibition was attended by approximately 120 participants from Algeria, Bahrain, Canada, Egypt, Eritrea, India, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Jordan, KSA, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Palestine, Poland, Qatar, Sudan, Syria, UAE, USA, and Yemen.   Representatives from the following international organizations:  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development (AAAID), Arab Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD), and International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Area (ICARDA) did also participate in this important event which was a great success.  

On the 22nd October, 2008, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between UAE University and ATUL Limited / India, for setting-up a Date Palm Tissue Culture Laboratory-cum-Production Unit for ATUL Limited in India (Annex 4).
Another important event was the award distribution ceremony of the “Klalifa International Date Palm Award” Session 2009, that was held in Abu Dhabi on the 15th March, 2009.  The ceremony was inaugurated by H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher and Education and Scientific Research, Chairman of the Board of Trustees.  Several diplomats, national and international persons from different fields of date palm attended the launching ceremony, which included a laser show presentation that resembles the date palm culture in UAE.    The “Khalifa International Date Palm Award” Session 2009, distribution ceremony was held in Abu Dhabi on 15 March 2009, at Emirates Palace Hotel.   Attending the ceremony was the Honorable Ambassadors, members of Award’s Scientific Committee, and scores of experts from all over the world.

H.H. Sheikh Nahayan had earlier endorsed the list of the Award’s first chapter (2009) winners as per the refereeing results earlier submitted by the Award’s Scientific Committee and on the basis of internationally recognized scientific criteria.

H.H. Sheikh Nahayan paid tribute to the great interest shown by HH the President, Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al-Nahayan, in the date palm industry, crowned by the launching of this important Award. He also paid tribute to the support rendered to growers at state level by HH General Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al-Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces. 

The CTA, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, who is also Secretary General of the Award, stated that 39 papers from 18 countries were submitted for the Award’s Research and Studies category, including seven from the UAE alone (17.9%, this being the highest percentage). Iraq and Egypt come second and third with 6 and 4 papers respectively. Arab participation accounts for 66.7%, while that of the rest of the world accounts for 33.3%, he indicated. These figures are particularly significant considering that this is but the Award’s first chapter.

The five-man Scientific Committee headed by Dr. Norman Looney, Executive President of the Canada-based International Society for Horticultural Sciences, has earlier examined those papers/studies and eventually selected the winners. The Committee’s members were Professor Harrison Hughes (University of Colorado, USA), Professor Francis Marty (University of Nice, France), Professor Abdulla Oihabi (representative of  the UN Food and Agriculture Organization –FAO), and Professor Hassan Shabana (from the Date Palm Global Network).
On the 15th March, 2009, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between UAE University and AlSuaiket company from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, for technology transfer between the institutions     (Annex 5).
A back-to-office Technical Report was prepared by the CTA after his attendance to the “Fifteenth Session of the Board of the Governors Meeting of the International Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), which was held in Cape Town / RSA; during 27 – 28 November, 2008 (Annex 6).

Upon the request of Mr. Mohamed Khalaf Al Mazroui, Director General of Abu Dhabi Culture & Heritage, CTA, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Director of Date Palm Research and Development Programme of the UAE University / UNDP, during 24 and 25 December 2008, the CTA was seconded to provide technical assistance in regard to the date palm trees located at Al Hosn Fort / Abu Dhabi (Annex 7).  A technical report of such study is in (Annex 6).
A back-to-office Technical Report was prepared by the CTA after he conducted the first Technical Consultancy Mission to India for setting-up a date palm tissue culture laboratory for ATUL Limited / India, during 12 – 16 April 2009 (Annex 8).

During this reporting period, the project did actively participate in several national and international date palm exhibitions.  The important ones among them are: Liwa Date Festival (Madaayinath Ruthab) and during 17 July to 01 August 2008 and Date Festival in Libya; during 08 – 12 November, 2008.  Certainly during these both exhibitions, the project did receive a great interest of the participants as well as publics.
The project, as an entity of the UAE University, did implement a merit increase initiative to formally recognize the best employees who have provided quality services through their work assignments.  A list of the employees of the month (for the year 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 & 2008) is presented in Annex 9.  The celebration ceremony was organized in 12 March 2009.
During the present reporting period, the project's efforts have contributed to identifying national capacity development needs in various areas to support pro-poor development responses, including in vitro date palm production, organic farming, biotechnology, and investment opportunities in date palm production. Efforts also continued in 2008 / 09 to support other date-producing countries (Bahrain, Egypt, India, Kuwait, Namibia and Saudi Arabia) in assessing and developing capacity in date palm production.
Up on the instruction of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayah, Minster of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chancellor of UAE University, the project did make available several thousands of date plants to Jordan (50,000) Afghanistan (10,000) , Indonesia (500) and, Sudan (40,000) for the improvement of date palm cultivation in these respective countries. 

The Date Palm programme provided specialist advice and contributed to policy considerations and debate on agricultural and environmental sustainability issues. The Date Palm R&D programme also directly contributes to increasing the proportion of land area covered by date palm, which has been a long-standing policy at the national, sectoral and local levels in the UAE.

Technical advice has been provided to national and sub-national agencies on date palm production to improve capacity in providing date palm plants to farmers and rural areas. The Date Palm programme has also provided date palm plants to national and sub-national agencies, which in turn distribute subsidized date palms to farmers across the UAE. In a separate initiative, the date palm programme provided technical assistance to a local organization to establish a commercial date palm nursery and create employment for people with disabilities.

Within the scope of its own activities, the Date Palm programme has initiated and supported the capacity of UAE University to provide date palm production services on a commercial basis, with the aim of full cost-recovery and effective resource use by the University/ Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research within the Date Palm R&D programme.

The date palm sector is of significant national importance, with major impact on the UAE environment and national efforts towards combating desertification. The technical advice, information and development ideas generated by the Date Palm programme contribute to dialogue on related policies by concerned stakeholders.  In 2008 / 09 significant efforts were made in advocating and facilitating policy dialogue among key stakeholders in areas of environmental and agricultural sustainability, combating desertification, establishing agricultural R&D and biotechnology/ agricultural investment opportunities. Stakeholders that have been brought together in these areas include the Ministry of Presidential Affairs, UAE University, the Ministry of Environment and Water, FAO, the Islamic Development Bank and the Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment & Development, and the UAE Date Palm Friends Society.




B. INPUTS
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	1.  List National and International professional staff assigned to the project during the reporting period



	NATIONAL
	INTERNATIONAL

	Names

Ms. Moza Al Shamisi
Technical Staff

Administration 

Support Staff & Drivers 

Project Total Personnel
	Functions

Research Assistant
102
3

4

-------------

110

	Names

Dr. A. Zaid

 
	Functions

Chief Technical Adviser.



	2.  Equipment received during the reporting period

The following equipment was purchased and installed during this reporting period:
·  A double  distillation system for water purification.
·  A new large autoclave of 1200 L capacity (to be delivered on the 25 June 2009).


	3.  Training activities during the reporting period, viz: fellowships, study tours, field days, local workshops, etc.

     Please list how many trainees were involved in each activity.

· During this reporting period, the project did ensure the training of several candidates from Algeria, Iraq, Sudan and Egypt.

·     Ms. Moza Al Shamsi did attend a training course in Damascus / Syria, entitled “Using Tissue Culture Technique to develop plant production” during 18 – 22, November 2008. 
·     On 25 March 2009, Ms. Moza Al Shamsi did conduct a consultancy mission to KSA for the benefit of AlSuaiket company as per the MOU signed between the UAE University and the AlSuaiket Co. 
· Several visits to Schools and Universities students were organized during November 2008, January, March and April 2009.



C. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED AND ACTIONS TAKEN OR REQUESTED TO RESOLVE THEM
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	· Unfortunately, and because of better / attracting salaries / entitlements in other national institutions, the project did see the resignation of the National Project Director, Dr. Helal Al Kaabi.  Since his departure (12 June 2008), the project is on a continuous search for an appropriate replacement.

· For the same reason, Eng. Mohamed Salmeen Al Alawi, Nurseries & Greenhouses Supervisor, did also leave the project on (03 November 2008).

· The CTA did inform UAE University Hon. Vice Chancellor about the urgent need to recruit a new National Project Director.  Both UNDP and UNOPS representatives were also informed, accordingly.

· There is also an urgent need to recruit a marketing specialist in order to start selling the several hundred thousands of date plants that are becoming available.  Annex 10 presents the respective Terms of Reference.




D. WORK PLAN AND EXPECTED OUTPUTS FOR THE NEXT REPORTING PERIOD

	.
Cf. work plan herewith attached
(Annex 11)




E.  REPORTS
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	Please list all reports and documents, other than progress reports, but including consultant’s reports, finalized by the project during the reporting period only and indicate for each of them whether or not:

It is recommended for inclusion in FAO’s computerized documentation system as it contains data/information suitable for future use;

It has been restricted by the Government as it contains confidential information;

It has been distributed, giving date if applicable.  If not already done so, please send 4 copies to the Director of the Operating Division/Service concerned.
· Technical Report of the Third International Date Palm Exhibition, which was held in Al Ain during 22– 26 October, 2008.

· Back-to-office Technical Report “Fifteenth Session of the Board of the Governors Meeting” of the International Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), which was held in Cape Town / RSA; during 27 – 28 November, 2008

· A Technical Report on the “Consultancy Mission to Qasr Al Hosn Fort Abu Dhabi, UAE” to provide technical assistance in regard to the date palm trees located at Al Hosn Fort / Abu Dhabi; during 24 – 25 December, 2008.

· Back-to-office Technical Report of the first Technical Consultancy Mission (25 March 2009) to AlSuaiket Co, / KSA, for technology transfer between UAE University and AlSuaiket Co, as per the signed MOU.

· Back-to-office Technical Report of the first Technical Consultancy Mission to India for setting-up a date palm tissue culture laboratory for ATUL Limited / India, during 12 – 16 April 2009.

· Technical and financial report for the 2008 / 09 activity of the Arab Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology.
· Technical and financial report for 2008 / 09 activity of the “Khalifa International Date Palm Award”.

· Several Back-To-Office reports for the consultancy mission to Namibia (for the benefit of the office of H.H. Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed, Deputy Prime Minister) during the July and December 2008, February and April 2009.

· Several Minutes of the Board Meetings of the Khalifa International Date Palm  Award and Arab Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology.
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Name: A. ZAID_____________________________________________    Date:  __08 June 2009_____________________
Title: Chief Technical Adviser___________________________     Signature: _______________________________
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